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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE JOINT BRANCH 

OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF NAVAL ARCHITECTS AND THE INSTITUTE OF 

MARINE ENGINEERING, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (SINGAPORE)   

 

The Extraordinary General Meeting of the Joint Branch of RINA & IMarEST (Singapore) [hereafter 

referred to the Joint Branch/JB] was held on Monday 12
th

 September 2011 at 19:00 at the Tanglin 

International Centre. 

 

Members present: 

1 David Gan 15 Prabhat Kumar 

2 Chris Kirton 16 Ivan S Stoytchev  

3 QUEK, Tee Dhye 17 Alex Tang 

4 Mike Quinnell 18 Asif Amin 

5 Lek Yi Ling (Roxanne) 19 Paul Sneesby 

6 Mihhail Klasser 20 Roxanne, Lek Yi Ling 

7 Dorab Daruvala 21 Myo Win   

8 BH Wong 22 MK Das Gupta 

9 Patrick Tay  23 James Ashworth (Chairman) 

10 Kenneth Kee 24 Joseph Lee 

11 Dave Kinrade 25 Moses Mahar Zwe Min 

12 Terrence KK Yoong 26 Rasim Asgarov 

13 Andy Robson 27 Zulfadi Rahmat 

14 Yves De Leeneer   

 

The meeting was called to order at 19:01, a quorum having been achieved. The Chairman welcomed 

the members. 

 

Agenda 

The agreed agenda for the meeting was: 

1. Chairman’s Interim Report 

2. To approve proposed constitutional amendments 

3. To elect the Hon. Secretary and one Council Member 

4. AOB  

 

 

1. Chairman’s Interim Report 

 The Chairman explained that the Maritime Matrix Conference and Exhibition, 

scheduled to be held in Cairns, Australia between 23-25 August 2011, had been 

cancelled due to lack of registrants. As a result, the JB had incurred a non-recoverable 

loss of S$10,000. An audit of the conference accounts was underway in IMarEST HQ 

and a statement would be provided, as requested, to the JB Council. 

 Grant funding for the JB remained in deficit to needs, following the combined effects 

of Sterling depreciation, JB membership growth and an enhanced technical 

Programme. This had been taken up with both HQs. 
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 A plan to post Singapore job placements on the JB website following polling and 

approval of members and the JB Council was underway. Reservations from both HQs 

were noted. This will be discussed further in Council. 

 Mr. BH Wong proposed that the appointment of independent professional auditors for 

the JB accounts should be considered. It was agreed this would be discussed in 

Council. 

2. Constitutional Amendments 

 

A number of proposed amendments to the JB Constitution, which had been circulated to all members 

2 months beforehand, were tabled: 

 

 The format was revised for ease of reading 

 The details of the JB registered office were updated 

 Regulations requiring the Hon Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer to stand down after a 

one year term of office were revised to allow a two year term. The Hon Treasurer 

would be required to stand down after two years and Assistant Treasurer could be re-

elected for a further 2 year term. This was proposed to bring much needed continuity to 

the management of the JB Accounts. 

 The Assistant Treasurer would be included in the list of Authorised Signatories to 

cover payments when the Hon Treasurer was not available. 

The resolution was passed in a show of hands with 22 for and none against. There were 5 

abstentions. The approved changes would be passed to the HQs and the Singapore Register of 

Societies for endorsement. 

 

Constitution Change Summary 

 
Clause Old text New Text Comment 

2 Its place of business shall 
be at  “ASMI, 1 Maritime 
Square, #10/32/32A, 
World Trade Centre-
Lobby ‘A’, Singapore 
099253” or such other 
address as may 
subsequently be decided 
upon by the Committee 
and approved by the 
Registrar of Societies.  The 
Society shall carry out its 
activities only in places 

Its place of business shall 
be at  “ASMI, 30 Tuas 
Avenue 10, #07-01 
Freight Links E-Logistics 
Technopark, Singapore 
639150” or such other 
address as may 
subsequently be decided 
upon by the Committee 
and approved by the 
Registrar of Societies.  
The Society shall carry 
out its activities only in 

Updated 
registered 
address. 
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and premises which have 
the prior written approval 
from the relevant 
authorities, where 
necessary. 
 

places and premises 
which have the prior 
written approval from the 
relevant authorities, 
where necessary. 
 

8.3 Names for the office-
bearers shall be proposed 
and seconded at the 
Annual General Meeting 
and election will follow on 
a secret balloted majority 
vote of the members.  All 
office-bearers, except the 
Treasurer and Assistant 
Treasurer may be re-
elected to the same or 
related post for a 
consecutive term of office.  
The term of office of the 
Committee, excluding the 
Chairman, Vice Chairman 
and Ordinary Committee 
Members, shall be one 
year.  The Chairman, Vice 
Chairman and Ordinary 
Committee Members shall 
hold a two-year term of 
office. 
 

Names for the office-
bearers shall be proposed 
and seconded at the 
Annual General Meeting 
and election will follow on 
a secret balloted majority 
vote of the members. All 
office-bearers may be re-
elected to the same or 
related post for a 
consecutive term of office. 
The term of office of the 
Committee, excluding the 
Chairman, Vice Chairman 
and Ordinary Committee 
Members, shall be one 
year. The Chairman, Vice 
Chairman and Ordinary 
Committee Members shall 
hold a two-year term of 
office. The term of office 
of the Treasurer shall be 
not more than two years.  
 

Text: “except the 
Treasurer and 
Assistant 
Treasurer” 
Removed. 
Intention: to 
allow the 
Treasurer and 
Assistant 
Treasurer to 
serve more than 
one year in office. 
 
Text: “The term 
of office of the 
Treasurer shall be 
not more than 
two years.” 
Added. 
Intention: To 
limit the term of 
office for the 
Treasurer to 2 
years. 

9.5 The Treasurer shall keep 
all funds and collect and 
disburse all moneys on 
behalf of the Society and 
shall keep an account of 
all monetary transactions 
and shall be responsible 
for their correctness.  He 
is authorised to expend up 
to $500/- per month for 
petty expenses on behalf 
of the Society.  He will not 
keep more than $500/- in 
the form of cash and 
money in excess of this 
will be deposited in a bank 
to be named by the 
Committee.  Cheques, etc 
for withdrawals from the 

The Treasurer shall keep 
all funds and collect and 
disburse all moneys on 
behalf of the Society and 
shall keep an account of 
all monetary transactions 
and shall be responsible 
for their correctness.  He 
is authorised to expend 
up to $500/- per month 
for petty expenses on 
behalf of the Society.  He 
will not keep more than 
$500/- in the form of cash 
and money in excess of 
this will be deposited in a 
bank to be named by the 
Committee.  Cheques, etc 
for withdrawals from the 

Text: “Cheques, 
etc for 
withdrawals from 
the bank will be 
signed by the 
Treasurer and 
either the 
Chairman or the 
Vice-Chairman or 
the Secretary.” 
Changed to. 
“Cheques, etc for 
withdrawals from 
the bank will be 
signed by (a) 
either the 
Treasurer or 
Assistant 
Treasurer and (b) 
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bank will be signed by the 
Treasurer and either the 
Chairman or the Vice-
Chairman or the 
Secretary. 
 

bank will be signed by (a) 
either the Treasurer or 
Assistant Treasurer and 
(b) either the Chairman or 
the Vice-Chairman or the 
Secretary. 
 

either the 
Chairman or the 
Vice-Chairman or 
the Secretary.” 
 
Intention: To 
include the 
Assistant 
Treasurer as a 
signatory to 
provide suitable 
coverage for 
payments when 
the Hon 
Treasurer is 
absent. 
 

 

 

3. Election of an Hon secretary and Council Member 

 

The Chairman explained that there had been a number of resignations from the JB Council as the 

result of business commitments, relocations and adoption of further academic studies, which had left 

the Council undermanned and lacking an Hon Secretary. Attending candidates standing were: 

 Hon Secretary – Chris Kirton, Alex Tang 

 Council Member - Chris Kirton, Alex Tang, Lek Yi Ling, Yves de Leeneer. 

 

After secret ballots, Chris Kirton was elected Hon Secretary and Alex Tang a Council Member. 

 

A further 2 Council Members would be co-opted at the next Council Meeting. 
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4. AOB 

 

 Yves de Leeneer agreed to become the Organising Chairman for the Annual 

Conversazione and Dinner on 4
th

 November 2011. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was concluded at 20:15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Ashworth 
Honorary Chairman 

The Joint Branch of RINA & IMarEST 

Singapore 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Kirton 
Honorary Secretary 

The Joint Branch of RINA & IMarEST 

Singapore 

 

 


